[An autopsy case of massive pulmonary hemorrhage in systemic lupus erythematosus].
A 60-year-old female was admitted to our hospital because of respiratory failure. She was diagnosed as having systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) in 1971 and had been treated with low-dose oral corticosteroids for 13 years. She developed cough, fever and anemia several days after oral corticosteroids were tapered. Initially, she had no complications such as congestive heart failure, renal failure or bleeding tendency. Respiratory failure progressed without any response to antibiotic therapy. Chest roentgenogram showed bilateral diffuse infiltrates and air bronchograms. There was no improvement even with steroid pulse therapy, and she died of multiple organ failure. Autopsy revealed massive intra-alveolar hemorrhage and interstitial pneumonitis. Deposition of immunoglobulins in the lung was not seen. To our knowledge, this is the 11th reported case of SLE associated with pulmonary hemorrhage in Japan.